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Program Notes 
	

Tango	For	Two	is	inspired	by	the	romantic	and	expressive	qualities	of	the	
clarinet	and	the	violin.	Rhythm	and	romance	are	at	the	core	of	the	tango,	and	I	
employ	both	of	these	elements	within	the	work	by	exploiting	techniques	and	natural	
sonic	properties	of	both	instruments	in	a	very	natural	way.	Extended	techniques	
such	as	range,	instrumental	percussion,	slap	tonguing	and	dynamic	extremes	are	the	
ingredients	to	this	stew	of	emotions	and	human	desire	–	the	warmth	of	this	stew	
comes	from	the	potency	and	prominence	of	this	lust,	allowing	for	the	music	to	reach	
farther	into	the	depths	of	human	feeling.	The	tango	is	a	very	personal	and	intimate	
style	of	interaction,	and	I	aim	to	capture	that	style	in	its	essence	whilst	remaining	
true	to	the	personalities	of	both	the	clarinet	and	the	violin;	this	is	the	basis	for	my	
expression	of	passion	and	organicism	through	the	lens	of	a	versatile	duet.		

	
	
	
	
	
	

Instrumentation 
 
Bb	Clarinet	
	
Violin	
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